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 CORVINA BASE 
    AUGUST  2010 

     Our Creed 

To perpetuate the memory of our Shipmates who gave their lives in the pursuit of their 

duties while serving their country. 

That their dedication, deeds and supreme sacrifice be a constant source of motivation 

toward greater accomplishments.  

Pledge loyalty and patriotism to the United States of America and its Constitution. 

Base Commander / POC 

Base Vice Commander / Recruiting 

Past Base Commander 

Base Secretary / Historian 

Base Treasurer 

COB / Webmaster 

MAL 

Base Storekeeper 

Base Chaplain 

Newsletter 

Base Web Site 

 

Meetings are held on the first Saturday 

of each Month at the Dennyôs Coffee 

Shop, 205 E. Nugget Ave. Sparks, NV 

at 1400 hours. 

853-5309 

853-1126 

359-5943 

851-8825 

883-7276 

424-6829 

972-0583 

882-6421 

882-7971 

322-5193 

donbrownss322@sbcglobal.net  

morandan2001@yahoo.com  

tmutley@charter.net  

peteakerson@hotmail.com  

mdaun.nv@att.net  

renoheaps@yahoo.com  

rocco649@charter.net  

urbiess567@sbcglobal.net  

pmgjallen1@att.net  

1971tr6@charter.net 

http://www.usscorvinabase.org/ 
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Shipmates, our August picnic was a great success!! Primarily due to the tasty treat that Dan and Irene Moran made for 
us.  The Italian sausage with peppers, onions and Italian sauce were wonderful.  A lot of time and effort went into making 
and serving them to those at the picnic.  Thanks again Dan & Irene.  We also had the usual hot dogs and hamburgers.  
The membership furnished a large variety of great door prizes and the 50/50 winner donated half of it back to the base. 

We are on the downhill slope of 2010 and it is time to think about a slate of officers for 2011. Junior Past Commander 
Tom Utley, will be approaching you looking for members to take an office.  It doesnôt take a lot of time and virtually no 
cost to be an officer.  I would like each of you to consider running for one of the offices that will be open.  Elections will 
be held at the November meeting and installation at the Christmas party in December. 

The other big thing that we have coming up is the Annual Memorial Service at the Fernley Cemetery.  It will be held on 
Saturday, September 4

th
 at 1100.  After the service we will go to restaurant (location to be determined) in Fernley for 

lunch.  Please try to attend and bring your family and friends to honor and remember our departed shipmates. 

ñTo perpetuate the memory of our shipmatesò is the opening of our creed. 

I will be out of town from August 27
th
 until Sept 3

rd
. 

 

Don 

ððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððð 

A True Sea Story from our Commander  

By Mike McLane 
  
April, 1961. Pearl Harbor Hawaii. 
  
I was a junior officer aboard USS Wahoo (SS-565) on completion of a six-week period in Pearl Harbor shipyard. We 
were preparing to do a post-upkeep shakedown, or rather harbor cruise, to check out our propulsion system and new 
battery. All that was planned was a short transit around Ford Island and a return to the shipyard. 
The day before our harbor trials the captain received a phone call from the shipyard commander. He stated that there 
was a captain from the Japanese Navy in Hawaii studying shipyard techniques. He wondered if it would be possible for 
that officer to accompany Wahoo on her short trip around Pearl Harbor. Our captain agreed it would be perfectly fine and 
he was invited aboard the next day. 
  
Some background information. In 1961 the Arizona Memorial, as we now know it,  had  not been built. Rather there was 
a small wooden platform attached to a flag pole, which was attached to the sunken hull of the Arizona. Each morning 
several Marines would row a small boat out to the platform and at 8 AM, raise the American flag above the Arizona. At 
evening colors, the flag was lowered. 
  
We got underway for the harbor cruise. I was the Officer of the Deck, the captain was on the bridge, as was the Japa-
nese Navy Capt. Maneuvering Watch was stationed with our most experienced phone talker on the sound powered     
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powered maneuvering telephone circuit. As it happens, he was our chief torpedoman and had many years of Navy ex-
perience. Because there was limited space on the bridge, he was stationed about 8 feet below us on the intermediate 
level in the ship's sail. 
  
As our ship proceeded around Ford Island, we approached the area of Arizona. The captain said  ( "Mike, render honors 
to starboard." )  As we passed Arizona, I ordered "Attention to starboard; hand salute; two." The line handlers on deck 
and all those on the bridge rendered honors properly, including a somewhat puzzled Japanese captain. He turned to our 
captain and said  " Excuse me, to whom were you rendering honors?" 
  
Our captain replied "We were rendering honors to the USS Arizona, which lies under that flag, and has been there since 
December 7, 1941." Things became very quiet on the bridge. After about 30 seconds, the Japanese captain said "So 
sorry about Arizona." He continued after about 15 seconds, "During the war, I was on the aircraft carrier TAIHO which 
was sunk by the USS Albacore." The bridge remained very quiet. The only sounds were my orders to the helm to take 
new courses as we rounded Ford island. 
  
Then came a voice from the deck below us on the bridge. It was our phone talker. "I was a torpedoman on the USS Al-
bacore when we sank the TAIHO." After a short pause, he continued, "So sorry about TAIHO." 
  
The tension was so thick you could almost cut it. Fortunately, I had the ship maneuvering responsibility upon which I 
could focus. I did not look at the others. After about 30 seconds, the tension level seemed to subside and normal con-
versation was restored. I thought, "It is, indeed, a small world." 
 

ðððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððð- 

I hope everybody has enjoyed your summer. My wife and I live in a condo with a pool. I have enjoyed having my grand-

children over for a swim.  They have such a great time. There happy faces make my heart so happy.  My youngest is 20 

months old.  She has me wrapped around her little finger. What a joy! 

Speaking about swimming pools. Years back, when I worked in upper Manhattan as a young police officer.  This was 

quite a night. Myself and seven other police officers lined up for roll call.  We were about to start working a midnight to 

8:00 am shift on patrol.  That is four cars and a sergeant to patrol 250,000 people.  After roll call four of us were asked to 

wait for the desk officer.  The desk officer was an old time lieutenant whom we all liked. (So when he asked for a favoré 

you did it.) 

He had a man from the parks department with him (we called them Parkies).  The boss asked us to correct a condition at 

a city owned swimming pool.  Seemingly there was some people in the pool after closing. They refused to leave when 

the park employee asked them. 

High bridge pool it was called.   During the summer this pool would have a few thousand people in and around the pool 

area.  Police were assigned there full time.  Twenty life guards worked their butts off.  The park officer refused to go with 

us. He gave us the spare key.  Two patrol cars drove over to the pool to correct the condition.  Another team was in 

charge because the pool was in their sector.  When we arrived we could clearly hear loud noises from outside on the 

street.  We went into the pool area.  The officer in charge (John) said ñholy shitò there were hundreds of people in the 

pool. It is no wonder the ñparkieò refused come with us.  So we attempted to order them to leave the area.   

STREET SMARTS  
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They would not comply.  The majority of the people in the pool were illegal aliens from the Dominican Republic. 

Then John took out his gun. He told us that this (his 38 Smith & Wesson revolver)  is the only thing that they would un-

derstand. He started firing into the pool water in the only area where there were no people.  We looked at each and then 

we all started firing our weapons. The police in the Dominican Republic would not have shot at an empty area of the 

pool.  They exited the pool like flying penguins !  They ran and climbed over the fences bare assed. Within a few min-

utes the pool was empty.  John told us to collect their clothes, and put them into the trash containers.  They would not be 

coming back until the next morning. 

John called the boss, and told him that the condition at the pool was corrected.  The ñparkieò went back to the pool. 

That was one very busy night.  We worked in pairs (two patrol cars) that night.  It was a night to remember.  You would 

not believe all of the crime we witnessed in only one night. We called for help and Police Officers came from all over the 

city to help us out. 

 

While on the U.S.S Jallao, I worked as an auxiliary-man.  After that I did about a year in the merchant service.  I worked 

as a refrigeration engineer. 

Mold and bacteria in your central air-conditioning or forced-air heating will  lead to repertory problems.  The cheapest, 

easiest and best way to correct this problem is to use the correct air filters.  Itôs important to use filters that have a rating 

minimum efficiency  reporting value. Otherwise known as MERV.   Use pleated filters that are rated MERV 8 or 

higher.  Do not buy the expensive electrostatic or washable filters (they do not work well).  It is so important to change 

filters every 3 months. It is also important to use the correct size. 

I use the calendar in my computer to help remind me that its time to change my filters.  (ñChange your filters dummy!ò)  

Within one week you will notice the difference.  Your family will be healthier for it. 

There is a new scam that going around.  Itôs not too costly but please be aware.  

This scam involved check out time at any store.  Most of us have been issued a bank card (debit card).  The store usu-

ally has lines, so everybody is in a hurry.  You swipe your card and put in your pin number.  The machine usually will ask 

you if you want cash back. And then it will ask you how much.  If you donôt want any cash you just push the no thanks 

button.  The clerk puts your receipt into one of the bags with your purchases.  All is well, and you leave and go home to 

put away youôre goods.  You throw away the plastics bags (with your receipt.)  Guess what? You may have been ripped 

off.  The clerk checked $ 20, $40, $60 or more.  Now if you happen to check youôre receipt while you are still in the store 

the clerk will probably say that the cash register made the mistake.  Call the manager.  It was not the machine. 

I have been recently informed that some credit cards also give cash back.  Check your receipts. It is  your money , not 

the clerks. 

I mentioned this to my local store manager.  She now has her clerks circle and initial the amount of cash given to the 

customer on the receipt.  

Next month, motor vehicle accidents, craigslist scams. 

Remember to read the labels, buy American.  Fly the colors.  Register and vote. 

Your Corvina Base X.O.  Dan Moran. 

ðððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððð 

FACT 

A 75 year old person will have slept about 23 years.  
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Non-minutes of the non-meeting (Picnic) held at Davis Creek Park on August 7, 2010 

As you all know, we donôt keep minutes for either the Picnic or the Christmas Party, but I want to use this opportunity to 
thank those of you who attended this yearôs picnic for your kindness and generosity. 

 For those of you who werenôt there, one of the raffle prizes I donated was a pair of tickets to a Spaghetti Dinner 
being held this month by the Washoe County Volunteer Firemanôs Association as a benefit for  the family of one of their 
members.  This familyôs first-born son, Charleston, born in December of 2009, has been diagnosed with SMA (Spinal 
Muscular Atrophy), a disease that requires 24 hour a day care and is usually fatal within 5 years.  The costs of treatment 
can be from $750,000.00 to a million dollars a year.  Charleston is the only child in our area to be diagnosed with SMA.  
100% of the proceeds of this fundraiser will be donated to the family to assist in medical and household expenses. 
Please see the attached flier. 

 When it came time for these tickets to be awarded, Commander Brown allowed my son, Shane (A Washoe 
County Volunteer Fireman) to make a pitch for the event.  The winner of the 50/50 cash prize, Marcedes Parsons, do-
nated half of her winning amount back to the base and it was suggested and approved by those in attendance that this 
money go instead to the ñHope For Charlestonò Benefit Fund.  In addition, Shane sold a few tickets to the dinner and 
received several other cash donations to the fund.  On behalf of myself, my family and the Washoe County Volunteer 
Firemanôs Association, we all thank you for opening your hearts (and your purses and wallets) to this very worthy cause 

 The picnic itself was great, as usual, those of you who did not attend, for whatever reason, missed a fine oppor-
tunity to spend a beautiful afternoon with your shipmates and their families.  Thanks to Commander (Stewburner) Brown 
and Vice Commander (Messcook) Moran for working the grill, and thanks to all the ladies for the very tasty side dishes, 
salads and other goodies.  Thanks too goes to all the members who donated prizes for the raffle.  We hope to see you 
all next year! 

Business:  

If you have not already voted in the USSVI National Election, your electronic or paper ballot must be in the hands of the 
Election Master by 2400 on August 24, 2010 to be counted.  If you have not already done so. please let your voice be 
heard. 

Lunch Bunch:  

August 20, 2010 - Dopplegangerôs, 1111 W. Proctor St.,, Carson City 

September 17, 2010 - Jazz Louisiana Kitchen, 1180 Sheels Dr., Sparks 

October 15, 2010 - Texas Roadhouse, 150 Damonte Ranch Pkwy, Reno 

All meetings are at 1130 hours 

 

Our next regular meeting will be on September 6, 2010 at 1100 at the Northern Nevada Veterans Cemetery in Fernley. 

 

Respectfully, 

Pete Akerson, Secretary 
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       SHIPMATES ON ETERNAL PATROL 
Harry Wellman CS1 (SS)     Harry Sembagh EN3 (SS) 

Melvin Phillips  ET1 (SS)     Boyd Tieslau  TM3 (SS) 

Russel Scofield  TMCS (SS) Robert Rich  EN1 (SS) 

Donald Campbell  TM2 (SS)  Francis Signore  CSC (SS) 

Harold Lister   EN3 (SS)      Stanley Blair ICC (SS) 

James Avitt RM1 (SS)   Richard Burdette LT. (SS) 

Charles H. Massie TM1 (SS)   Wayne F. Garrett ET2 

(SS) 

Elvin L. Morrison FTC (SS)       Larry Garrelts ETCS(SS) 

Erick Bjorum  CWO(SS)       Melvin Schreckengost ET2 

Norm Snyder  EM1(SS)       Charles Hyman MM2(SS) 

James T. Wright III   

 

 

Hi Norm,   I'm leaving this morning for Oregon and will be gone for over a week.  For the first time I don't  
 have anyone to put on the Binnacle List. 

Thanks,  Paul 

Why the USS SCORPION (SSN -589) Was Lost 

on 22 May 1968  

Submitted by: James A Fox on 8/12/2010 

The USS SCORPION was lost because hydrogen pro-

duced by the 65-ton, 126-cell TLX-53-A main storage 

battery exploded in two-stages one-half second apart 

at 18:20:44Z on 22 May 1968. These events, which did 

not breach the pressure-hull, prevented the crew from 

maintaining depth-control. As discussed by reference 

(a), the SCORPION pressure-hull collapsed at 

18:42:34Z at a depth of 1530-feet. Noted times are ac-

tual event times on board SCORPION.  

  

This assessment is NOT the generic attribution of the 

loss of a submarine to a battery-explosion advanced as 

a default explanation in the absence of any more likely 

construct. This assessment is based on (1), the results 

of examination and microscopic, spectrographic and    

X-ray diffraction analyses of recovered SCORPION 

battery material that confirm an explosion occurred, 

and (2), the July 2008 reanalysis of the SCORPION 

ñprecursorò acoustic signals that identified these signals 

as explosions contained within the SCORPION pres-

sure-hull. Collectively, these findings indicate battery 

explosions were the initiating events responsible for the 

loss of SCORPION on 22 May 1968.  

DISCUSSIONS: EXAMINATION AND METALLURGI-

CAL ANALYSIS OF A RECOVERED SCORPION BAT-

TERY COMPONENT  

Section 7.1.3, page 7.2 of reference (b) states: 

(quote) ....the general battery damage is violent. The 

high velocity intrusion of pieces of the flash arrestor into 

both inside and outside surfaces of the retrieved plasti-

sol cover attest to violence in the battery well.    

The damage to the terminal battery post coupled with the vio-

lent tearing of the plastisol covers indicates the possibility of a 

battery explosion. While it is possible that this damage could 

have been an after-effect of hull implosion, the SAG 

(Structural Analysis Group) feels that the intrusion of particles 

into the plastisol cover would have been much less severe 

had water been in the battery well at the time. (end quote)  

Section 5.3.6, page 5.17 of reference (b) states: (quote) The 

battery installed in SCORPION was a TLX-53-A, manufac-

tured by Gould-National Battery, Inc. Battery cell debris is in 

evidence over the entire debris field. Table 5-2, page 5.38 

provides a list of the battery debris identified by the Ports-

mouth Naval Shipyard analysis team. (end quote) Comment: 

Table 5-2 notes damage from heat and melting. The pres-

ence of melting eliminates the possibility that such damage 

occurred as a result of pressure-hull collapse (implosion)   
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because analysis of acoustic data discussed by Section IV of reference (c), confirms SCORPION was fully-flooded 

within 0.112-seconds of pressure-hull and bulkhead collapse; hence, the melting damage (and the battery explosion) 

had to have occurred within the still-intact SCORPION pressure-hull.  

  

In consonance with this conclusion, Section 5.3.6, page 5.17 of reference (b) also states: (quote) the Portsmouth Naval 

Shipyard Analysis Group reports that the available evidence indicates the battery probably exploded at some time be-

fore flooding of the battery well occurred. Review of Figure 5-13 indicates that the threads on the terminal posts were 

sheared off and there are no cover seal nuts remaining. This indicates that an explosion took place on the inside of the 

cells. The covers were completely blown off. Had the pressure been applied on the outside of the covers, the cover sup-

port flange on the terminal posts would have held pieces of the covers and it is expected that the cover seal nuts would 

have remained in place in at least some instances. ( end quote)  

  

Further, Section 5.3.6c, page 5.18 of reference (b) states: (quote) The (battery cover) sample from SCORPION had 

been violently, but locally, torn, particularly at the location of the bus connection bolts and nuts. The deformation in this 

region appears to have started on the inside, or battery side of the cover. (end quote)  

  

And finally, Section 5.3.6e, page 5.18 of reference (b) states: (quote) Some 20 equally small (nearly sub-visible) frag-

ments of material were imbedded at high velocity in both the inside and outside of the sample. The trajectories of the 

fragments were essentially random, ranging from grazing to vertical incidence. Microscopic, spectrographic and X-ray . 

 

Editor  It sounds logical but they have told us and not told us so many things, should we believe this. Just my personal 

Feeling.  Norm as a former USS Scorpion crew member.  

ðððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððð- 

 Drugs sub captured in  

 South American jungle 

 

BOGOTA, Colombia ð A 100-foot, twin-screw diesel submarine 
seized at a jungle shipyard in Ecuador marks a quantum, if anticipated, 
leap in drug-smuggling evasion technology, the top U.S. counter-drug 
official for the region said Sunday. 

"It is the first fully functional, completely submersible submarine for 
transoceanic voyages that we have ever found," Jay Bergman, Andean 
regional director for the Drug Enforcement Administration, told The 
Associated Press. 

Until now, all the smuggling vessels seized on the high seas or at clandestine shipyards built to haul multi-ton loads of 
cocaine under the Pacific's surface were semi-submersibles. They typically unload off Central America and Mexico drugs 
destined for the United States. 

Equipped with air intake and engine exhaust pipes, none of those craft were capable of fully submerging so they could 
evade radar and heat-seeking technology of drug-interdiction aircraft. 

The camouflage-painted vessel seized by Ecuadorean police Friday appears by contrast to be capable of long-range 
underwater operation ð a development U.S. analysts have long expected, Bergman said. 
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Acting on a DEA tip, the Ecuadoreans found it at a sophisticated shipyard with living quarters for at least 50 people on a 
jungle estuary several miles from the Colombian border, he said. It had yet to make a voyage. 

Built of fiberglass and other composites, it has a conning tower, periscope and air conditioning system and measures 

about 9 feet high from the deck plates to the ceiling, the DEA said. Ecuadorean police told the DEA the vessel has the 

capacity for about 10 metric tons of cargo, a crew of five or six people and the ability to fully submerge, Bergman said. 

Compared to semi-submersibles, which cost less than $1 million each to build, "this is in a new maritime drug-trafficking 
class of its own," Bergman told the AP. 

He said U.S. nautical engineers would be taking the submarine apart in the next few days to determine its dynamics. 

The regional head of Ecuador's anti-narcotics police, Maj. Enrique Bautista, would not offer details of the sub when con-

tacted by the AP. He referred calls to the national anti-narcotics police chief, who did not respond to messages left on 

his cell phone. 

Bautista said the seizure was "in preliminary stages of investigation." 

Bergman said one man was arrested in Friday's raid on the jungle shipyard and said it was hoped he would shed some 
light on how long it took to build the submarine and who engineered it. 

He said authorities are still investigating who financed the sub's manufacture and which trafficking organization intended 
to use it. 

A number of illegal armed groups operate in the area, including the leftist Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia, or 

FARC. Authorities say drug trafficking is now the movement's chief source of income. 

The commander of Pacific operations for Colombia's navy, Adm. Hernando Will, told the AP on Sunday that Colombia 

seized 22 semi-submersibles along its coast last year but only one so far this year.  

In the cat-and-mouse game that law enforcement has played for three decades with drug traffickers in Colombia ð the 
origin of some 90 percent of the cocaine sold in the U.S. as well as heroin ð the smugglers have continuously adapted 
to stay one step ahead of their pursuers. 

The introduction of transoceanic submarines ð given the major investment they represent ð amounts to raising the 
stakes ever higher, Bergman said. 

"A lot of thought, a lot of resources, went into this." 

ððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððð 

 

     

Base currently has  in CDôs $13,749.99 

Checking account   $3,283.79 

  Total  $17,033.78 

No checks were issued since last meeting/picnic   8/7/2010 


