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Holland Club Members 
 
Arthur C. Akerson           Gerald B. Baer               Richard C. Barringer 
Frank Lipera                   Joseph R. Casten          Donald Johnson 
James Jordan                 Frank C. Kenyon            Gordon J. Lane 
Kenneth McCray            Daniel K. Moran              William Parsons 
Jack G. Quade               Primo Quarisa                Oscar A. Rambeau 
Edwin V. Schalbert         Lionel B. Schmidt           Delmar Schwichtenberg 
Albert W. Skidmore        James Saunders            Herbert L. Starmer 
Gerald C. Stratton          Frank J. Urbani              Lowell W. Wapelhorst 
Clyde Webber                Jon Schoenfeld              Bill Noland 

2010 BASE BOOSTER LIST 
 

           R. Dennis Wiley             Don Johnson 
           Oscar Rambeau             Dave Aunkst 
           Don Brown                     Pete Akerson 
           Frank Kenyon                 Bob Heaps 
           Jack Quade                    Dan Moran 
           Richard Ekenberg            Leonard Stefanelli 
           William Parsons               Terry Bolen  
 

SHIPMATES 
ON ETERNAL PATROL 

�
   Harry Wellman CS1 (SS)            Harry Sembagh EN3 (SS) 
   Melvin Phillips  ET1 (SS)            Boyd Tieslau  TM3 (SS) 
   Russel Scofield  TMCS (SS)       Robert Rich  EN1 (SS) 
   Donald Campbell  TM2 (SS)       Francis Signore  CSC (SS) 
   Harold Lister   EN3 (SS)             Stanley Blair ICC (SS) 
   James Avitt RM1 (SS)                 Richard Burdette LT. (SS) 
   Charles H. Massie TM1 (SS)      Wayne F. Garrett ET2 (SS) 
   Elvin L. Morrison FTC (SS)         Larry Garrelts ETCS(SS) 
   Erick Bjorum  CWO(SS)             Melvin Schreckengost ET2 
   Norm Snyder  EM1(SS)              Charles Hyman MM2(SS) 
   James T. Wright III   

 Meetings are held on the first Saturday of each Mo nth at the  
Denney's Coffee Shop, 205 E. Nugget Ave. Sparks, NV  at 1400 Hours 



 

2010 CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
 

January                   5               E-Board Meeting      0900 
                               9               Business Meeting    1400 
——————————————————————— 
February                 2               E-Board Meeting      0900 
                               6               Business Meeting    1400 
                               12             Corvina Base 10th Anniversary 
——————————————————————— 
March                      2               E-Board Meeting      0900 
                               6               Business Meeting    1400 
                               30             E-Board Meeting      0900 
——————————————————————— 
April                        3               Business Meeting    1400 
                               10             Submarine Force 110th Birthday
                               27             E-Board Meeting      0900 
———————————————————————– 
May                         1               Business Meeting    1400 
                              15              Armed Forces Day Parade  
                                                Hawthorne, NV 
———————————————————————– 
June                        1               E-Board Meeting      0900 
                               5               Business Meeting    1400 
                               29             E-Board Meeting      0900 
———————————————————————– 
July                         3               Business Meeting    1400 
                               4                Parade, Fallon, NV. 
———————————————————————– 
August                    3               E-Board Meeting      0900 
                               7               Annual Picnic  
                                                 Davis Creek Park    1100 
                               31             E-Board Meeting      0900 
———————————————————————– 
September             4                Annual Memorial Service  
                                                 Fernley Cemetery    1100 
                               28             E-Board Meeting      0900 
———————————————————————– 
October                    2              Business Meeting    0900 
                                13            United States Navy, 235th Birthday
                                30            Nevada Day Parade, Carson City 
———————————————————————— 
November               2              E-Board Meeting      0900 
                                6              Business Meeting    1400 
                                11            Veterans Day Parade, Virginia City 
                                30            E-Board Meeting      0900 
———————————————————————— 
December               4              Annual Christmas Luncheon 
                                                John Asquaga's Nugget 
                                25            Merry Christmas 



BASE OFFICERS 
 

CO               Don Brown        853-5309                MAL                      Leif Larsen             972-0 583  
EO               Dan Moran         853-1126                 SK                         Frank Urbani          882- 6421 
Past CO      Tom Utley          359-5943                Ch aplain                Paul Allen              882-7971 
YN               Pete  Akerson    851-8825                 Historian               Pete Akerson         851-8825 
DK              Dave Aunkst       883-7276                 Newsletter            Norm Peterson      322-5193 
COB            Bob Heaps         424-6829                Recruiting            Dan Moran               853-1126 
POC            Don Brown         853-5309                Webmaster          Bob Heaps              424-6829 
                                                                                                 http: //www.usscorvinabase.org/ 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

It looks like summer is finally here.  The temperature on July 4th will be in the mid to high 90’s in 
Fallon.  The parade line-up starts at 0930 so the temp shouldn’t be too bad.  If you plan to at-
tend the Fallon Parade and live in Reno or Sparks, cal pools will depart from Denny’s at 0815.   
 
The directions to the parade staging area are as follows: 
 
When entering Fallon Eastbound on US 50/Williams Ave., turn right on Taylor St., go south on 
Taylor for 7 blocks to Virginia St.  Turn left on Virginia and look for a parking spot.  The float will 
be next to the Jr. High School, as close to Maine St. as possible. 
 
We should have the float out there in plenty of time for everyone find it.  If you have a “Bottom 
Gun” hat, be sure to wear it. 
 
I hope to see a lot of you there. 
 
Don Brown 
 
—————————————————————————————————————————– 

editor 
       I am late with the newsletter because 
       of too many projects.  Will try to catch 
       up next month.                           
 

 



                             
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                  STREET SMART  JULY 2010 
 
Sailor proof, remember to get qualified, all of the systems we had to 

learn.  There was always a back up valve, or another electric switch to turn, open or close. 
Remember the alarms, fire, collision, flooding, and battle stations.  I remember the 1MC 
speaker over my bunk, I hit my head unknown times. (It’s no wonder my wife calls me dopey.)  
However, we did it, we where freaking cool.  A plan, a plan there was a plan for everything.  
Most of us do not have a plan anymore, for almost anything. 
 
Let’s start with our own personnel safety.  Get into shape, keep fit.  I personally am always on 
a diet; I get free gym, which I try to use.  My wife (Irene) goes 4 time a week.  She is cool. 
If you’re on medication, be sure to take it.  It’s too important not too. 
Your safe when you pay attention to your surroundings.  Be alert to others.  If you must talk on 
the cell phone.  Pull your car over to talk, or get a speakerphone.  If walking, stop go into a 
store, put your back to a wall. Watch others. (That’s a plan) There are dirt bags that may be 
checking you out.  Be very cautious a night, dirt bags love the night.  They are the cowards 
that may hurt us.  Remember in a car the first think when you get in, is to lock the freaking 
doors , than start the car, and put on the seat beat.  Look around, not just use the mirrors.  Re-
member when walking to your car that if something does not look right, you may be in danger. 
(Now have a plan, what to do) 
Your family, talk to your spouse.  Discuss what to do when different situations occur.  Make a 
plan. Remember to practice, just like on the boats.   
 
Your home. We all know how to get in our house, but do we know how to get out in an emer-
gency? 
Let’s say, no power. Have a flashlight in every room. (on the boats we all knew how to turn on 
the emergency light, and when the hand held light was.)  Try to keep a flashlight low, near the 
exit. Keep a fire extinguisher in the kitchen. People die in fires.  
Have smoke detectors; change the battery once a year. (I change batteries when the clocks 
go back).  Put the change date on the computer calendar. In a fire, get out , . Know your exits 
for all floors. Than call 911. Let the fire department, do their job.  
 
A fire department story; during a riots in the late 1960’S, I was separated from the other police 
officers I was with.  A very large mob cornered me, I had my back to a door, was almost out of 
ammo.  The door opened and two fireman pulled me into the fire house, (god love fireman).  
We went up to the next floor, other men opened the windows and put hoses out and turned on 
the water.  It was freaking great. It was so cool to watch hundreds run.  They gave me coffee 
and something to eat, than I went back to my squad for more fun.   
The next day, my partner and I were assigned to ride in a police vehicle to safe guard a fire 
truck.  We followed them to the fire scene and back to the firehouse.  We went to a fire scene; 



a lot of smoke was coming out of the fifth floor.  The ladder truck put the ladder up to a 
fifth floor window; a fireman went up and into the smoke filled window.  Moments later, 
he came out with a women and small child.  I drove the police car over, the fireman 
with child and mother got into our car.  On the way to Harlem Hospital, the fireman was 
doing mouth to mouth to the child.  Both mother and child were fine. 
Shortly after we took the fireman back to his truck at the fire scene.  His men where 
cleaning up.  From nowhere a brick came toward the fireman from a crowd of on look-
ers.  My partner and I, ran into the crowd, and saw the man picking up another brick.  
The crowd disbursed, and the man with the brick somehow had two broken hands.  We 
thought the fireman where hero’s.  They thought we were. 
 
Floods are the danger that we do not think will happen to us.  Have a plan, what if a 
flood happens. We all heard to get to high ground.  Where, how, when.  Think now, not 
then.  Talk over what to do, if in doubt.  Go to local emergency people. (That is what 
they are paid for.) 
Remember, if you’re in a car, please do not cross moving water.  You may be swim-
ming!  When I first moved to Nevada, I was told by two long time Nevadans (both sub 
sailors) to keep a small fire extinguisher, and bottled water in my car trunk.  I also keep 
a blanket, and candy. 
 
Storms, twisters (god-awful).  When an alarm goes off, know what it is, and what to do.  
Take cover go to the basement.  If none, go to a windowless room, a closet under a 
stairwell.   
 
Try to have a stash of water and food stored for emergencies. No don’t try, do it. 
 
Keep an inventory of your home, the items of value, the serial numbers, and take pho-
tos. The more the merrier.  Insurance companies love photos.  Photo your car also, the 
stickers and plates.  They cannot say that you had old damage.  Make copies of impor-
tant papers.  I believe in a safe deposit box. 
Have a safe and wonderful summer. I PLAN to.  See you in the fall. 
 
Buy American, read the labels. 
Fly the COLORS. 
Your XO Dan Moran 
 
—————————————————————————————————————— 
 
New York City 
 
The term 'The Big Apple' was coined by touring jazz musicians of the 1930's who used 
the slang expression 'apple' for any town or city. Therefore, to play New York City is to 
play the big time - The Big Apple. There are more Irish in New York City than in Dub-
lin , Ireland ; more Italians in New York City than in Rome , Italy ; and more Jews in 
New York City than in Tel Aviv, Israel .  
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The meeting was called to order by Commander Brown at 1400 with the sounding of 
two blasts of the klaxon by COB Heaps.  This month he got it right, demonstrating the 
skills he recently acquired at the “You Too Can Count To Three” Academy in Rio 
Linda, CA.  Congratulations, Bob!  Chaplain Paul Allen was absent and the Invocation 
was offered by Dave Aunkst, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance, reading of the 
USSVI Creed and Tolling of the Bell Ceremony in their usual order.  There were 18 
members and guests present. 
 
New member Phil Zeddies introduced himself, followed by all members present intro-
ducing themselves.  Welcome aboard, Phil! 
 
The minutes of the May meeting were accepted as published in the Newsletter. 
 
Treasurer Dave Aunkst reported a total sum of $16,755.35 in the Treasury. 
 
Secretary Pete Akerson reported that we had received a Second Place Award for our 
appearance in the the Armed Forces Day Parade in Hawthorne last month, and dis-
played the award, a very fine plaque,  to those present. 
 
Storekeeper Frank Urbani is out boogying through the boondocks again, and there was 
no 
Storekeepers report. 
 
Unfinished Business:  
A working party for upkeeep of the base float will be held on June 23, 2010.  Assemble 
at 0930 at the CVC Drugs parking area, South Virginia at Damonte Ranch Parkway at 
0930. 
 
Corvina Base will be participating in the Fourth of July Parade in Fallon, NV this year.  
Rick Dentino is our contact man for the event and details will be published in the near 
future. 
 
May was a busy month for Corvina Base.  In addition to the 11 members who partici-
pated in the Armed Forces Day Parade in Hawthorne on the 15th, seven members at-
tended the Damonte Ranch High School NJROTC Awards Ceremony where Com-



mander Brown awarded the “Pride Runs Deep” Medal to Cadet Seaman Jajil Frey on 
May 25th, six members attended the dedication of the Lost Boat Memorial at the USS 
Pampanito in San Francisco on the 27th and nine members attended the Memorial Day 
services at Northern Nevada Veterans Memorial Cemetery in Fernley on the 31st. 
 
New Business:  
National Elections:  The USSVI National Election is currently underway.  Members may 
vote on-line by going to the USSVI site and logging in.  Paper ballots have been sent 
to all those not having email.  In order to be counted, all votes must be cast on-line or 
mailed to the Election Master to arrive by 2400 August 24, 2010.  This is your organi-
zation, please participate in the election! 
 
The Corvina Base Annual Picnic will be held at Davis Creek Park on Saturday, August 
7, 2010.  Details will be announced as they are available. 
 
Corvina Base has made its annual $200.00 donation to the Damonte Ranch High 
School NJROTC to assist in sending a cadet to the Leadership Academy at Whidbey 
Island, WA this summer. 
 
After a short break to sell raffle tickets, the 50/50 Raffle drawing was held with the fol-
lowing results:  Wine - Dave Aunkst    Chinese Army Knife - Primo Quarisa     Micro 
Utility Cloth - Don Brown    T-Shirt - Don Johnson    Wine - Terry Bolen    Car Flag - 
Dave Aunkst    Wireless Adapter - Don Brown    Alarm Clock - Rick Dentino    Brandy - 
Dan Moran    The  $38.00 cash prize was won by Terry Bolen, who very generously 
donated his winnings to the Base Treasury,  Thank you, Terry! 
 
Good Of The Order: 
Vice Commander Dan Moran would appreciate any ideas or suggestions for future col-
umns regarding personal safety/security in the Newsletter. 
 
After a closing prayer offered by Dave Aunkst, the meeting adjourned at 1451 with the 
sounding of 3 blasts on the Klaxon by COB Heaps.  Much to the surprise of all present, 
he got it right this time too!  Congratulations, Bob!  That’s one in a row!  Your fellow Rio 
Linda Elementary Alumni must be very proud!  
 
Respectfully, 
 
Pete Akerson 
Secretary 
—————————————————————————————————————— 
Texas 
 
The deepest hole ever made in the world is in Texas. It is as deep as 20 empire state 
buildings but only 3 inches wide.  
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Eternal Patrol  
 

James T. Wright III:  It is with sadness we report that Jim passed away at 01:30 
June  17, 2010 at Tahoe Pacific Hospital in Reno, NV.  Jim has been under hospital  
care since the middle of Dec. 2009 because of a minor heart attack, but immediately 
had complications with diabetes which finally took his life.  Jim was 60 years old having 
been born Jan. 12, 1950 in Atlanta, Georgia, but was raised in Dayton, Ohio and joined 
the Navy in Cincinnati, Ohio in 1967.   
 
After bootcamp at Great Lakes, Il., Jim reported to a Minesweeper, the USS Rival 
MSO, homeported in Charleston, SC and served as a seaman on the deck crew and 
stood watches on the bridge.   
 
Jim joined the Corvina Base on Feb. 3, 2007 as an associate member and was proud 
to be associated with the  submarine veterans.  Over the last 6 months, as I visited 
Jim, I began to realize that the Corvina Base meetings, parades, memorial services, 
picnics, and Christmas Banquets were his social highlights.  I want to thank the 
Corvina Base members who befriended Jim and made his lonely life a little more 
pleasant.  Special thanks to Dan Moran who invited Jim to the Corvina Base and also 
Dave and Skyla Lies who works at the Lakemill Lodge, where Jim has been living.   
 
Jim will be buried in a casket at the Veteran’s Cemetery, Fernley, NV at his request, 
dressed in his vest, bolo tie, and hat.  The date has not been set yet because of a de-
lay in completing the death certificate duet to no family available.  His mother, Jean 
Wright, died in late Dec. 2009, in Ohio, while Jim was in the hospital.  As it turns out, 
the information being used is Jim’s association with the Corvina Base.  The Corvina 
Base will do a funeral service at Fernley when we get a date.  George Petershagen, or 
district commander sent his condolences on behalf of the Western District 5 Bases and 
USSVI.  We will miss you Jim.  “Sailor, rest your oars.” 
 
Prayer:  Dear Lord, thank you for the Corvina Base members who befriended a fellow 
veteran in the last 3 years of his life.  We commit Jim unto you, Lord, and also ask that 
you keep and bless the Corvina Base members and their families.  We ask this in the 
name of Christ, who Jim put his trust.  Amen 
 
Scripture;  (Read to Jim at hospital) John 3:16“For God so loved the world that He 
gave His one and only Son that whoever believes in Him shall not perish but have eter-
nal life.” 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 

                                 We have a new LIFE member: Phil Zeddies of Washoe Valley. 
                                 He qualed on the Caiman in 1960. 
                                 Welcome 
 
————————————————————————————————————— 
 

Pride  Runs Deep Award 
 

Here is the photo of the group at Damonte HS on May 25th. 
 
Left to right: Primo Quarisa, Dennis Wiley, Jajil Frey (2010 award  
recipient), Dave Aunkst, Taylor Kelly (2009 recipient), Smokey Jordan,  
Matthew Arnold (2008 recipient), Pete Akerson, Frank Kenyon, Dan Moran  
and Don Brown. Matthew Arnold has been selected as Cadet CMC for the  
coming year and Taylor Kelly has been selected as Admin Officer for the  
coming year. It looks like our award has helped produce some leaders. 
 
Don 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



                                                    SPECIAL MEMORANDUM 
 
To:                     United States Submarine Veterans, Mare Island, Cuttlefish, Gold Country 
                          Dolphin. Corvina, San Luis Fresno Bases and other contributors. 
 
From:    Leonard Stefanelli, President, Pampanito Memorial and Museum Fund Inc. 
Date:     June 21, 2010 
 
Subject:             Summary of income/expenses for Lost Boat Memorial Dedication.5/27/10. 
 
Hello All, 
 
             As you know by now, after almost three years of sweat, frustration, patience and ultimately, suc-
cess in getting the magnificent Lost Boat Memorial installed, paid for 100% by Submarine Veterans and 
dedicated on May 27, 2010, in a place of honor along side the USS Pampanito, SS-383. Its primary pur-
pose, is to provide a perpetual memorial to Honor and Respect all the men who served so valiantly dur-
ing World War II and especially those 3,705  men who went to war on their 52 Submarines, never to re-
turn, who are now are on Eternal Patrol. 
 
             What was especially rewarding, was that we had at least 12 World War II Veterans present., 
most of which participated in the Dedication Ceremony and I would like to acknowledge them and they 
are as follows: 
 
Frank Kenyon,  USS Puffer 
Bud Burchell, USS Amberjack 
Alindo, “Lin” Cardelli, USS Burrfish 
Edward Blanchard, USS Flasher 
Bill Fong, USS Tautog 
Kennth Ekes, USS Bullhead 
Herman Schmidt, USS Sunfish. 
Edward Blanchard, USS Flasher 
Spencer “Spence” Stimler. USS Pampanito, 5 of the last six war patrols. 
Joseph Cox, USS Batfish 
James Church, USS Sturgeon. 
 
For the record, the total cost of the actual Memorial itself was $11,500.00, The base mount, valued at 
$1,150.00, but was donated by Outdoor Creations, Redding, CA. 
 
             The Steel Plate, (as required by the SF Port)  valued at $ 4,000.00 was donated by the Moun-
tain Cascade Corporation, Livermore, CA. 
 
             The Mark 14 Torpedo, donated by the Cuttlefish Base, because they were denied their applica-
tion to install it in the Veterans Cemetery in Redding, CA, dollar value ?  Irreplaceable but let’s place a 
hypothetical value of $ 5,000.00 for this example to create a budget. 
 

Structural Engineering for Memorial to satisfy SF Port’s demands for proper weight distribution 
of  Lost Boat Memorial,  on Pier 45, Value, $ 2,500.00, Donated by Jeffery Martin Phd. 

 
Encroachment Permit as required by the Port of San Francisco, to allow the Lost Boat Memorial 

to be installed on Pier 45,  $ 987.50 
 
Rental of Pier for free parking and luncheon for Dedication Ceremony, under sub lease arrange-

ments with Central Parking Inc,, Cost,  $ 1,000.00. 
 
Tables, chairs, food, beverages etc, total cost $ 3,500.00. Pacific Gas and Electric Company, 



donated $ 1,750.00 for this portion of the expenses for the Dedication Ceremony. 
 
“Other Expenses”, Incorporation of non profit corporation, legal fees, postage, printing, supplies 

etc. $ 3, 625.45. 
 
Total Cost of Memorial, before donations, $32,112.95 ,  including, cost  of  Torpedo, but not in-

cluding volunteer time by the Members of the Board of Directors and others. 
 
Total actual cash expenditures as of July 1, 2010, for the Lost Boat Memorial and Dedication 

Ceremony for all of the above was $22,283,20 
 

NET INCOME: 
From the Submarine Veterans paid to the Pampanito Memorial and Museum Fund           .

                                                                 $ 24,516.16 
Cash donation from PG&E          $    1,750.00 
Total Income                                $ 26,266.16 
Total Net Expenditures,               $ 22,283.20 
Positive cash flow:                        $   3,982.96 
 
In summation, even with the total contributions from the Submarine Veterans, the project, be-

cause of all the last minute unanticipated demands, getting permits, studies, fees etc, we would have 
been in the “red”. However, thanks to the generosity of many as noted above, the project ended up with 
a premier Dedication Ceremony with sufficient cash remaining to properly maintain Memorial and plans 
to construct a proper enclosure to not only protect the Memorial from the elements, but to make a proper 
“Shrine” for the Memorial. 

 
To do so, it will require another “permitting” process which we are working on and will get it 

done. Once more my friends and Shipmates, thanks for your generosity, patience and unwavering sup-
port in making this Magnificent Lost Boat Memorial possible, to Honor those Heroes of World War II and 
provide perpetual respect for our Service, past, present and future to and/or for our Great Country and 
the Brotherhood of the “Phin”  
 
 Respectfully submitted,   Lenny. 
—————————————————————————————————————————————— 
St. Paul , Minnesota  
 
St. Paul, Minnesota , was originally called Pig's Eye after a man named Pierre 'Pig's 
Eye' Parrant who set up the first business there. 
 
 
Roads  
 
Chances that a road is unpaved in the U.S.A : 1%, in Canada : 75%  
 
  
 
United States  
 
The Eisenhower interstate system requires that one mile in every five must be straight. 
These straight sections are usable as airstrips in times of war or other emergencies.  
 
            


